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Taylor Cross Country ended
their season with a bang on Friday, April 9 at the NAIA National Championship meet in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa.
Five All-American runners secured a national championship
for the men’s team with a team
score of just 73 points. Despite
some injuries, the lady Trojans
finished third overall, adding to
an already impressive postseason history. These combined efforts helped to bring home the
first NAIA team championship win
in program history. Head coach
Quinn White was honored with
the NAIA 2020 Coach of the Year
award after the event.
“This is a chance to celebrate
the past and the current program,”
said White. “The cross country
program has had such excellent
tradition under a variety of coaches and athletes. To bring home a
title is to honor God, the current
runners, past runners/coaches,
and our university.”

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Men’s cross country team wins 2020 NAIA national championship.
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Center announced a new partnership between Taylor University and Crosswinds Counseling.
The partnership was introduced by Maribel Magallanes,
director of student leadership

and intercultural programs, on
March 29. According to her announcement, this connection
will offer racial diversity to the
counselors available to students.
Kiara Williams is a counselor at Crosswinds Counseling,
and will serve Taylor students
virtually.
“The Taylor Counseling Center is excited to announce a partnership with Crosswinds that
will offer free virtual counseling
to students who prefer to meet
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Kiara Williams of Crosswinds Counseling will serve students virtually.

TheEchoNews.com

Chamberlain knew this lack
of diversity needed to change. In
December she contacted a variety of minority Christian counselors to see who might be good
candidates for the center’s referral list.
During this time, she spoke
with Williams, a counselor at
Crosswinds.
“As your counselor I will be
someone objective and unbiased available to assist with
easing your burden and helping
you work through these struggles,” Williams said on Crosswinds Counseling’s site. “I want
to help you recognize how much
power you have and unlock your
full potential with proven therapy techniques so that you can
be your best self.”
Both women agreed –– Williams would be a great fit at
Taylor.
However, Williams was not accepting insurance at that time.
Wanting to make this connection a reality, Williams directed

Chamberlain to the Crosswinds
Business Development Director,
Colleen Terrell (‘84).
Chamberlain quickly discovered that Terrell is a Taylor University alumna and was eager to
find a way to partner with her
alma mater.
Terrell secured grant money to
make the partnership possible.
“Now, students can receive
five telehealth sessions free of
charge through Crosswinds
during this academic year. We
are hopeful this will continue
to be possible again next year,”
Chamberlain said.
Chamberlain looks forward to
the lasting effect this implementation will have on campus.
“I hope this is the beginning
of having more diverse counseling options for our students,”
Chamberlain said. “In addition,
our staff will continue our ongoing learning/training to be
culturally informed and competent counselors.”
echo@taylor.edu

Hudson wins Festival of Media Arts
Taylor’s first
experimental film win
Victoria Lawson
Staff Writer

@Echo_TaylorU

with a Black, Indigenous and
People of Color (BIPOC) counselor,” the announcement from
Magallanes said. “Kiara Williams, MS, APC, LMHCA, specializes in eating disorders, anxiety,
depression, trauma, body image,
life transitions, relationship issues and grief.”
Kathy Chamberlain, director
of the counseling center, initiated this connection. After coming into office in August 2020,
Chamberlain inherited a counselor referral list.
After a student asked her if the
Counseling Center had a person
of color on staff, she took a deep
look into the referral list she inherited, and found that there
were no minority counselors
listed.
The reason for this is multi-dimensional. Taylor is located in a
rural area, and telehealth — the
virtual healthcare system — was
not covered by most insurance
plans prior to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Senior Tim Hudson’s experimental film “Gaspard de la
Nuit” won first place in the
Broadcast Education Association’s (BEA) Festival of Media
Arts competition.
The festival received entries
from 275 schools. Hudson’s
win stands out as one among
many student films recognized
in regional and national competitions this year.

Kathy Bruner, associate professor of art, film and media,
said the BEA is a significant
competition nationwide. She
said placing first in any category in the competition is a
notable achievement. In 2020,
students Chad Veal (‘20) and
Brendan Wallace’s (‘20) documentary “20 Over” placed first
in the documentary category,
while Hudson’s film marks the
first time Taylor has won with
an experimental film.
“We’re incredibly proud of
the work that Tim has done
during his four years at Taylor,”
Bruner said. “This particular

project was in experimental film, an area that Tim has
explored on his own, outside
of classes.”
Hudson said “Gaspard de
la Nuit,” was inspired by a
piece by Maurice Ravel, which
was based on a collection of
French poetry of the same
name. The poetry, written by
French Romantic poet Aloysius Bertrand, translates to
“treasurer of the night.”
Hudson hoped to capture
the feeling of isolation and
atmosphere he interpreted
from the music and poetry by
recreating it through imagery.

He incorporated audio of the
poem and the instrumental
piece over it, combining all
three pieces of media to create one piece.
“Gaspard de la Nuit” primarily finds its voice in overlaid
clips composited together. Its
most prominent characteristic
is its visually dynamic juxtapositions, such as a mountain
scene overlaid on a clip of cars
at an intersection, or an outstretched hand over a clip of
rolling clouds.
“Because of its experimental
nature, it doesn’t have a narrative storyline; it’s more of

a piece of video art,” Hudson
said. “The purpose of it is exploring the theme of perspective and vision — there’s a lot
of imagery of eyes. Throughout the film, there are suggestions of what these eyes are
seeing and what perspectives
these eyes have.”
Hudson created the piece
over Thanksgiving break his
junior year. He said he had
a lot of creative energy but
no actors, so he took hours
of footage from vacations
and previous short films and
HUDSON continues on Page 2
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HUDSON continued from

decided to use the clips in an
experimental format.
While Hudson has made experimental videos before, he
sees them as ways to test new
techniques.
He said on his Instagram,
@timhudsonvideo, he often

plays with lighting, color and
liquids with no specific purpose outside of trying something new.
With this experimental film,
however, his execution included an inherent message and
context.
“I guess it was kind of an impressionistic attempt at how
I feel about the world right
now,” Hudson said. “If people

don’t necessarily feel they can
take a message away from it, I
hope they can appreciate the
imagery it has to offer and appreciate the way that the compositions fit together in life
and photography and film.”
Hudson’s film will go on to
compete in the Best of the Festival competition against all
other first place winners.
He said the winner of Best

in Show will receive an $1,000
prize.
Kathy Bruner said Taylor
students’ ability to gain acceptance at film festivals and win
awards against programs ten
times its size demonstrates
the quality of work that they
produce.
She said the department
is ver y proud of students’
creative work and the ways

students like Hudson contribute to the world of visual storytelling.
“Tim is a wonderfully talented filmmaker,” Associate
Professor of Art, Film and Media John Bruner said.
“We’re all proud of him and
his achievement with this
film. I’m not at all surprised
that it received an award.”
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph by Jude Tepper

Senior Tim Hudson placed first in
Festival and Media Arts competition.

Taylor study abroad programming continues

Students study
outside classroom
Claire Nieshalla
Staff Writer

After over a year, COVID restrictions are lifting, allowing students to participate in
three different study-abroad
programs right now: Ecuador,
Thailand and England.
For the past 11 years, Director of Off Campus Programs
Jeff Miller has overseen hund red s of st udent s t raveli ng abroa d to ex per ience
life-changing encounters that
go beyond location, he said.
It was during Miller’s undergraduate education at Taylor
that he traveled abroad and his
eyes were opened to the realities of the world beyond the
borders of the U.S.
“It’s more than a stamp on
your passport,” Miller said.
Since being on staff at Taylor, Miller has not stopped
traveling, making appearances in Spain, Liberia and Ecuador. He spoke from experience
when he said it is difficult to
think of a reason not to go on

a trip. This may be the only
opportunity students have to
study abroad for a semester for
which they are already paying.
Miller said valuable relationships are made on these trips,
which open doors for breaking
down cultural barriers. Today,
many jobs require work ing
with someone from a different
culture, so immersing oneself
in another way of life is incredibly beneficial.
While learning the native
tongue is a central part of
some programs, Miller says
the person to person interactions, exchanging smiles and
handshakes break through the
unfamiliarity to a commonality of each being made in God’s
image. Miller desires to help
students experience these lifelong connections of deep, lasting impact.
This time last year, Interim President Paige Comstock
Cunningham, her husband Jay
Cunningham and Miller had
just settled in Ecuador when
they were faced with the reality of COVID-19. Their trip
took a turn as they suddenly
had to start making plans for

precautions back home.
Meanwhile, two students
were in Italy a few days into
their semester abroad when
the program was cancelled.
Miller and the Cunninghams
ventured to meet up with the
students to provide sanitizing
necessities, since Italy foreshadowed the pattern of supply shortages all across the
globe.
Professor of Biology and Director of the Ecuador Program
John Moore highlights the Ecuador program with admiration for the country, but most
deeply, the people.
Moore’s story starts with
Diego, a high school exchange
student from Cuenca, Ecuador, who stayed with Moore.
During those 11 months, Diego
changed Moore’s heart.
“He became our son,” Moore
said.
Today, Diego is the head of
the hospital in Cuenca with
whom the program partners.
The familial aspect is carried on through the homestay
families that welcome Taylor
students with open arms.
“(It is) the heart thing, a

Photograph provided by Kinsley Rushing

Sophomore Kinsley Rushing enjoys time in Ecuador.

good academic experience
and becoming a part of another family,” Moore said.
Faculty and students were
w illing to go through high
measures to ensure their semester was not canceled like
Italy and many other programs
were last year. Before the departure to Ecuador, students
were required to test negative and isolate for ten days.

Similar protocol was followed
by the other two programs.
Moore realizes it can be difficult to walk away from campus life, but he is confident
that the opportunity to study
abroad only enhances the Taylor experience.
“God changes hearts,” said
Dr. Moore.
All are welcome to apply for
these off-campus study abroad

programs. As long as locations are deemed safe enough
and academics are not compromised, Miller said, Taylor
wants to continue sending students abroad for reasons beyond a stamp on a passport.
Look out for more information coming soon regarding Ireland and other study
abroad opportunities.
echo@taylor.edu

As you now know, the “countdown” on my interim presidency is now official, and I’m running out of time to spend with students (Sad face). You may see
me drop in on a class (I’ve already learned about investing, journalism, respiration, “use it or lose it” fitness and closed-loop circuits (well, maybe I didn’t
quite understand the circuits). Or, you may have a chance at a bro/sis hangout with Jay and me in the Great Room. Or coffee at the Bean. Or even an impromptu gathering over a meal at the Stu or DC.
I wish I could personally connect with each of you. This Q&A column is another connection point. So, here’s my question for you: As you think about finishing up this year, what is one good thing precipitated by the pandemic?

-Paige Comstock Cunningham, interim president

Q: “What have you learned from students during your time here?” -- Holly Gaskill, junior
A: Fun is contagious! And exuberant cheering is better than energy drinks!
On a more serious note, I’ve learned how much students want to be here. Even if it’s not the perfect experience — and nothing truly is — you are willing to do whatever it takes to have in-person classes, live chapel,
wing meetings and extracurricular activities … and to celebrate even small steps toward “normal.”
Q: “Biggest struggle, aside from COVID, that you have dealt with as Taylor President? Has it been hard
for you and Jay not living together all the time?” -- Rachel Boyer, sophomore
A: Actually, we’ve spent more time together in the past 12 months than in most of our marriage. Jay has a
work-from-home office in the Tyndale House Studio (it’s the building near Muselman House that looks like a
garage … because that’s what it used to be). A lot of the time, we were both working from home all day. And
he’s been on campus a lot … it’s just that, like everyone else, we weren’t able to socialize much.
Biggest non-COVID struggle: It’s hard to pick just one, but thinking back to when I arrived, I was overwhelmed with the complexities of being a president. The job has many roles, many constituencies, and you
have to pivot (students, donors, alumni, faculty, staff, media, presidents who are peers, professional associates).
Q: “What do you think about a 5 year all year around degree track to slow down the academic pace?”
-- Drew Jordahl, junior

Photograph provided by Taylor University

Scan here to submit your questions for President Paige!

A: I don’t think parents would like the extra tuition! Some students add another semester or two due to
demanding majors or adding a second major. But the trend is toward reducing the number of semesters
through dual-credit courses and other options. (I tested out of about one semester of credits as a student).
Instead of five years of college, why not consider a gap year between high school and college?
Q: “What types of rhythms in your life would you prescribe for your students to imitate?” -- Teagan
Kauufman, senior
A: I wouldn’t prescribe anything. It can cause guilt. I’ll just share some things I currently do.
Daily? Walks. I also do stairs in the morning while my coffee is brewing, to get the blood moving. Morning
quiet time that includes at least one Bible verse (actually, I would prescribe that, because otherwise, you’re
subsisting on zero spiritual calories). Phone conversations with friends (in person is better, of course).
Stay curious. Keep learning. I always read something unrelated to work before turning out the light (right now
it varies between “Commentary” magazine, Bruce Shelley’s “Church History in Plain Language,” and Thaddeus Williams’ “Confronting Injustice without Compromising the Truth”.) Weekly? Sunday corporate worship.
(Plus TU chapel as often as I can.) Quarterly, if possible. Get away from campus for a weekend. Annual.
Family vacation!

FEATURES
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Sharing the gospel through a good book
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What does evangelism look
like? For some, it’s a missionary in the field. For others, it’s
a pastor baptizing a child.
For senior Cheyenne King,
it’s a good book.
“I never thought a book
other than the word of God
would have so much impact,”
she said.
King is a student researcher
with the Sacred Roots: Thriving in Ministry Project. The
books she refers to are Christian spiritual classics, written
by followers of Jesus to teach
others about the faith. Authors range from St. Augustine to C.S. Lewis.
King said the Sacred Roots
project is designed to equip
under-resourced and under -equipped pastors in
urban contexts. Led by assistant professor of Christian
ministry, Hank Voss, Sacred
Roots aims to publish edited versions of these spiritual
classics to distribute to bishop-level ministers – pastors
who oversee other pastors.
Freshman Jayden Wilhelm,
Sacred Roots’ director of communications, explained that
these ministers will learn
about Christian spiritual classics at a summer conference.
From there, the ministers
will teach other clergy about
the classics, who will equip
their congregations.
King’s research for the project, completed last year, explored how Christian spiritual
classics have influenced cultures worldwide.
She focused on classics used
by missionaries in Africa and
Asia to reach local cultures.
One such book is “ The
Pilgrim’s Progress” by John
Bunyan. According to King,
“The Pilgrim’s Progress” is the
second most used text other
than the Bible by missionaries
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Photograph provided by Cheyenne King

Senior Cheyenne King and her team worked on a research project called Sacred Roots: Thriving in Ministry.

to evangelize to people in Africa. The book has been translated into over 120 languages.
Another Christian spiritual classic, “A Short and Easy
Method of Prayer” by Madame Guyon, influenced the
spread of Christian mysticism
throughout China. Christian
mysticism is described as
the “direct and immediate
apprehension of the divine
presence” by Bethel University theology professor Glen G.
Scorgie.
With their work, old Christian spiritual classics are
reaching new audiences.
“There’s something different about a book,” said King.
“C.S. Lewis said for every new
book you read you should
read an old one… by engaging
the spiritual classics, you get
to go further than the Christianity of today,” King said.
Learning from these classics is at the heart of Sacred

Roots. Wilhelm says the project’s motto is “Toward 10,000
Tozers,” referencing author
A.W. Tozer.
“Tozer was a Christian theologian who never actually
went to seminary,” he said.
Though Tozer wasn’t formally educated in ministry, he would read several
spiritual classics each year.
Likewise, the researchers at
Sacred Roots are hopeful that
their project will make spiritual classics accessible to
those who cannot afford to
go to seminary.
According to King, researching Christian spiritual
classics can be a difficult task.
“ When I started my research, Hank (Voss) handed me a stack of old journals
and said, ‘Cheyenne, look at
these and see if you can find
any information on spiritual
classics,’” King said.
Not e ver y e vent that

happened on the mission field
was recorded, however.
King has sometimes found
a lack of information on spiritual classics, and has had to
dig deeper to find the right
source.
Voss tells her that finding
a key piece of information is
like gold mining.
“It’s great when someone
finds that nugget of gold,”
King said. “We can celebrate
together and rejoice in that.”
The project is shedding
light on little-known spiritual classics.
“(Sacred Roots is) unearthing the richness of history,
putting a basis towards why
we should be reading (Christian spiritual classics) and
how much impact they’ve
had,” said King.
The Sacred Roots team will
be busy the next few months.
Along with her research,
King is writing the scripture

indexes for the edited Christian spiritual classics.
King said working on the
project helps researchers
form “spiritual friendships”
with the authors.
“When you pick up a book …
you’re becoming friends with
C.S. Lewis,” she said. “You’re
getting into the mindset of the
author and how they viewed
theology and life.”
For book lovers, what could
be better than that?
On April 26, Sacred Roots
will host the Praying the
Psalms conference in Euler
109 from 6-8:30 p.m.
If students are interested in
joining the Sacred Roots research team, they can email
Hank Voss or Cheyenne King
at hank_voss@taylor.edu or
cheyenne_king@taylor.edu.
Sacred Roots’ Facebook and
Instagram pages can be found
at sacred.roots.in.
echo@taylor.edu
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Asamoah shares passion to give back to community
Student desires to use
passion to spark change
Lilia Snyder
Staff Writer

Sophomore Kwame Asamoah desires to give back to
his community using his interests in the human brain and
mental health.
Throughout Asamoah’s early school years in Ghana and
the United States, he developed a strong fascination with
the way the brain worked and
processed information. As a
result, Asamoah grew a strong
desire to research everything
he could, and strives to use
that knowledge to be a blessing to others.
When the time came to
look into colleges, he had a
good idea of his vocation. He
just needed to look for a college that offered what he was
looking for.
His dad had a connection
with a woman on the Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) board who also
happened to be on the Taylor board. Through her and
his dad’s help, Asamoah was
able to be a part of the Taylor community.
He knew Taylor would be the
place where he could gain fantastic experience in his studies
and grow as a person.
After going through the college process, Asamoah declared his major as biology
pre-med so he could further

his studies in science. Eventually, he hopes to take more psychology classes so that he can
gain a better understanding of
mental health.
Classes such as organic
chemistry have helped him
understand how various reactions work, and even though
it can be tough, it can certainly be applied to his potential career.
During his time as a biology pre-med major, one class he
really enjoyed was a research
methods course.
“I felt like I learned the most
from Dr. B, and I felt that I was
actually understanding the
problems,” said Asamoah. “A
lot of it was the idea of thinking about how to do science
and not just being told what
to do.”
Over the summer, Asamoah
hopes to apply what he has
learned at an internship at one
of his local hospitals in Ghana.
If it ends up working out, he
hopes he can use it to gain clinical experience and feel confident in his future career.
Asamoah has a few career paths in mind and has
also considered doing something related to sports such
as biomechanics.
In addition to sports, he is
interested in being a psychologist, or something surrounding neuroscience.
In whatever he does, he
wants to use his talents and
knowledge as a way to give
back to his community.

Not only has Asamoah grown
in his studies, but he has also
grown as a person at Taylor.
Back in the fall of 2020, Asamoah and one of his friends
were preceptors for the freshman foundation course. It was
one of the most memorable
things he got to do at Taylor.
Apart from digging into the
curriculum, their group would
plan activities like playing tolf
or getting burgers.
“For me, I’d like to know
more because it was a growing experience,” said Asamoah.
Aside from being a preceptor, he is also a part of the track
team and International Student Society (ISS).I.
Through Asamoah’s involvement in classes and the Taylor community, he noticed
how much his confidence
has grown.
“I kind of had this weird spot
where I was telling myself why
not do things, instead of why I
do it, said Asamoah. “Like, the
reason I gave myself for doing
things was, why not do it, kind
of mindset.”
Most importantly, Asamoah’s trust in Christ has
grown enormously.
“I’ve learned about a lot
of my thoughts are not his
thoughts… no man makes us
plans but the Lord guides his
steps,” said Asamoah.
As Asamoah continues his
studies and involvement at
Taylor, he hopes to eventually give back to his community.
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Kwame Asamoah

Sophomore Kwame Asamoah hopes to give back to the community using his passion for the human brain.
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“ When all we see is barren soil, we may
still dare to hope.”
Attention as the embodiment of our faith
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”—The First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution

What should we sing in chapel?
Chapel band coach’s
heart behind worship
Clifton
Davis

Guest
Contributor

Holly Gaskill
Co-Editor in Chief
Markus Miller
Managing
Co-Editor

Sam Jones
Co-Editor in Chief

Leah Ryg
L&T Co-Editor
Hailey Hendricks
A&E Editor

Ellie Tiemens
Managing
Co-Editor
Emma Stotz
L&T Co-Editor

Elisabeth
Nieshalla
Opinions Editor
Kyla Russell
News Co-Editor
Marissa Muljat
Features Editor
Amelia Bostick
Features Co-Editor

Our View

Interfaith relations
Throughout history, religious
tension has sparked war.
Even today, religious conflicts
devastate news headlines.
But what if we weren’t meant
to stimulate conflict over religion? What if, rather, we
were called to love regardless
of religion?
Religion penetrates every
aspect of life for every person. Religion defines identity
and worldview.
Our response to this reality,
especially as Christians, must
be the cultivation of interfaith
relations. The heart of interfaith relations is to emphasize
the human beneath the faith,
and to treat them with respect
and compassion.
“Interfaith relations is about
living well with one another in the midst of difference,”
said Kevin Diller, professor
of philosophy.
Christians are called to love
one another, and that call is in
no sense limited to loving other Christians. We are called to
love universally and to set the
example, and this must be done
through interfaith relations.
“Interfaith relationships challenge us to grow deeper in our
walks with Christ and push us
into deeper relationships with
the people whose religions may
have felt previously complex, intimidating or even offensive to
us,” said Carissa Zaffiro, (‘20), a
global studies major and former
event coordinator for Neighborly Faith. “We can love others more fully as we experience
our own faith in a fresh and
even fuller way.”
As interfaith relations provide a much-needed, fresh perspective upon our life, we are
challenged in ways that we have
not been challenged before due
to the exposure of differences.
Difference tends to be an
intimidating factor in interfaith relations, but differences provide the perspective
needed to bring about growth
and learning.
“I think we learn more about
ourselves when we encounter

difference than when we encounter sameness,” said Kevin
Singer, co-founder of Neighborly Faith.
To engage these differences, one must be ready to learn.
Jesus took the posture of a
learner for years prior to engaging in his ministry. Paul
learned many cultures in order to meet the people where
they needed to be met. As
Christians, we are called to
come alongside people, not
expect them to come alongside us. In order to do this
properly, we must engage the
mind of a learner.
“That posture, learning, is
just allowing them to make
themselves known on their
own terms and in terms of
their own story,” said Diller.
Interfaith relationships not
only increase your own faith,
but they also provide opportunities to bear witness to
others without a word being
said. The approach to evangelism should not be arguments
and evidence, but rather love
and reflection of the way Jesus lived.
“Demonstrate your confidence in the Gospel by showing gentleness, curiosity and
respect, knowing that you can
do all of these things without
compromising one iota of
what you believe,” said Singer.
To better equip us to bear
witness to the loving image of
Jesus Christ we must engage
in conversations between
faiths.
“It showcases the humility
and empathy of Christ while
allowing us to participate
meaningfully in a rapidly globalizing world,” said Zaffiro.
As the world continues to
shrink, we will engage in more
and more differences, and interfaith relations have the opportunity to soothe some of
the most lethal conflicts.
We must start learning how
to engage these differences,
and within that engagement
we must love well.
echo@taylor.edu
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What do you hear when
you walk out of TU chapel? “ Today, I just felt the
presence of God!” or “Isn’t
it g re a t w e s a n g (i n s e r t
name of latest trending indi e Chri sti an s on g )?” or
“I ’m so glad I heard (insert
name of beloved hymn)?”
or “ Why doesn’t the band
choose songs that sound
li ke (i n s e r t n a m e of my
home church)?” W hether
comments are positive or
negative, I ’m glad our faculty, staff and students talk
about the music in chapel.
Wo r s h i p i s m o re t h a n
music. Even more so, worship focuses on the audience of one, God , rather
than our personal preferences. In my role as chapel band coach, I regularly
ask Taylor chapel band s,
“ Who should sing in chapel? What should we sing?”
In th eir b ett er mom ents
they answer like this:
All that has life and
b re a t h p r a i s e t h e L o r d
(Psalm 150:6), so everybody
can praise!
Sing to the Lord a new
song (Psalm 96:1), so we are
all encouraged to sing!
Bring out treasures old
and new from the storehouse (Matthew 13:52), so
balance choices.
But chapel bands regularly wrestle with which songs
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Davis coaches student chapel band leaders to lead the Taylor
community in spiritually rich and unifying musical worship.

to include. While Philippians 4:8 teaches much more
than congregational singing, here we find qualities
describing songs that can
fill our hearts and minds
w ith G o d ’s p e a c e : … f i x
your thoughts on what is
true, and honorable, and
right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable … (NLT).
Are the songs we sing in
Taylor University Chapel true?
We should use texts that
are theologically true. Singing songs that quote Scripture fulfills this idea. “ The
Blessing ” gives us a way to
sing Numb ers 6:24-26 to
ea ch o th er. O th er s on g s
link scriptural ideas even if
they don’t quote verbatim,
such as reciting the story of
God in “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” or “Living Hope.”

But don’t be afraid to sing
a s on g li ke “ L ean Ba ck,”
which uses poetic language to invite us to consider God’s truth — even
though not directly a biblical image (perhaps closest to Deuteronomy 33:27?)
C h a p e l s o n g s sh o u l d b e
true — straight Scripture,
paraphrased Scripture or
related to Scripture. What
else helps us decide what
songs to sing?
Are the songs we
sing honorable?
We should love the Lord
our God with all our heart,
soul , mind and strength ,
and we should love our
neighbor as ourselves. Let’s
show love by honoring God
and our neighbor with our
singing. What fascinating
criteria! When a hymn lover
graciously sings with gusto

the latest mainstream wors h i p s o n g (w h i c h o f t e n
prioritizes God’s felt presence,) we honor one who
may be dif ferent than us.
An d w h e n t h e f l i p h a p pens — embracing spiritual formation through dense
theological text — we also
honor neighbors. When the
lover of rhythmical intricacies slows down to chant
a Ta i z é f av o r i t e , o r t h e
grandmother sings a song
written by a current student, or anytime we move
beyond our own preferences, our singing honors the
image of God in our neighbor. What else could Philippians 4 teach us?
Are the songs right?
“Right” includes a moral
dimension, but also speaks
to the appropriateness, fit
or aesthetics. As I look at
the wonder of the construction of the book of Psalms,
from th e order of all 150
Psalms to the specific detai l s of a par ticul ar lin e
of poetr y, I see e vidence
of God, who loves beauty.
We don’t have to be posh
to be moved by a particular
turn of phrase, nor a philistine to notice particularly simplistic writing. And
I ’m not saying that words
must be multi-syllabic or
esoteric. But the words of
“ When I Sur vey the Wondrous Cross” or “So Shall I”
moves me. These lyrics feed
my s oul in p ar t b e cause
the poetr y communicates
a deeper truth that I long
to find present in my life.
L et ’s use c on gregational
songs that are “right.”
SING continues on Page 6

Attention as the embodiment of our faith
Christ’s invitation
to ‘come and see’
Anna
Craig

Guest
Contributor

Last spring, I planted morning-glories in an azure pot on
the patio in my backyard.
After a series of hastened
goodbyes and a transition
home to spend the semester in quarantine, my heart
needed a little ‘note-to-self ’
that things were still growing
and changing.
These f lowers, though
planted and watched with
diligence, grew with neither
predictability nor expedience. When they did bloom
five months later, despite the
two-to-three weeks specified
on the packaging, their beauty faded quickly.
The f lowers grew on a
timetable that was not my
own. Nevertheless, I discovered in them the Lord’s gentle reminder that what’s been
planted in hope is ours to tend
and His to grow, for he will restore and make beautiful what
lies before us.
In this season of growth
and transition, my heart has
often resonated with Nathaniel’s question: “Can anything
good come from Nazareth?”
(1 John 1:46). I have asked
variations of this question
throughout the past year.
“Will I find hope, discover
healing? Will relationships
be redeemed?”
On any given day, we may
be tempted to despair over
any number of things. Some
days, promises of restoration and redemption can
often feel empty and elusive.
In the midst of our pain, the
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President Joe Biden is looking to raise the minimum wage
from $7.25 to $15.
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Morning Glories, which were planted during Craig’s first quarantine, bloomed five months later during her second quarantine.

temptation is to despair.
Yet, in the midst of our sorrow, the Lord extends an intimate invitation to “come and
see” that his promises for each
one of us are truly good (1 John
1:46).
Maybe this invitation is
simply meant to draw our
attention to the one who is
goodness Himself — the one
who walks with us through
our broken realities. It could
also be an invitation to trust
that seasons marked by real
loss and real lament are nevertheless experiences of true
grace and restoration.
Our lives are journeys in
which faith and hope have
a chance to be expressed —
not just with hands raised,
but with what Eugene Peterson has termed A Long Obedience in the Same Direction.
This day-to-day obedience
means faithfully stewarding
whatever work the Lord has

entrusted us with. K.J. Ramsey, author of This Too Shall
Last, asserts that, “Attention
is the embodiment of faith.”
May attention be our prayer
— for the Lord’s loving-kindness does restore brokenness.
When all we see is barren soil,
we may still dare to hope.
Yes, goodness Himself is
in our very midst. Norman
Wirzba articulates in his
book Food and Faith that it
is “all around us” as our “place
of work”.
Throughout my time in Taylor Student Organizations
(TSO), my place of work has
been deeply shaped by the leadership of the Director of Student
Programs, Steve Austin, and
TSO Assistant, Debby Cheriuyot Bii. In their own unique ways,
they each have modeled what
it looks like to pursue avenues
of attention as prayers of hope.
Austin shared that, for
him , att ention inv o lv e s

“Persistence in the daily
things. The long game that
we’re developing over time is
that we all need to be knowing simultaneously how to
live with the beauty and the
ugly of life..we are continually in the midst of it.”
Sharing a similar sentiment,
Debby Cheriuyot Bii said that,
“Persistence can get weary
when you don’t know what
the end is going to look like.
But I guess it just keeps going back to just showing up.
Just keep moving. I think that
alone shows perseverance.”
The presence of God and
the comfort of Jesus, at times,
can feel absurd to me. Yet, I
find myself continually stumbling into the loveliness of his
grace.
Even in the midst of all this
past year has entailed, the
Lord has faithfully nursed my
heart back to his goodness,
time and time again. With
each day, I am reminded that
even in these seasons of nuance, I will always be invited
to simply “come and see.” To
see that loveliness can still
come out of the ‘Nazareth’ of
our lives (1 John 1:46). Yes, the
most unlikely, potentially ramshackle places are still origins
of his goodness.
The ugliness is real, yet
beauty remains.
May we dare to say ‘yes’ to
the invitation to “come and
see” the beauty we have been
invited into. May we dare to
hope. And may we offer our
attention as a prayer to see
God’s goodness lived out.
For it is “because of the
Lord’s great Love we are not
consumed” (Lamentations
3:24).
Ye s , b e c a u s e o f t h e
Lord’s great Love, we are
not consumed.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Fabrica is back this Spring.”
Fabrica fashion show returns to Taylor
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Second annual IFC Fabrica fashion show
Taylor students
take the runway
Kayla Kovacs
Staff Writer

It’s showtime. Fabrica is back
this spring, and Taylor students are eager to volunteer
their creativity.
In the fall of 2019, The Integration of Faith and Culture
(IFC) cabinet introduced Fabrica, a collaborative fashion
show celebrating student expression. An instant success,
the show has become IFC’s biggest event, and one they hope
to establish as a Taylor tradition
for years to come.
Fabrica showcases the talents and styles of student models through several categories
based on culture, style, generational fashion and more. The
event is intended to be an immersive experience highlighting diversity and individuality
across campus.
When senior Maddy Miller
came to serve as this year’s IFC
president, she knew that she
wanted Fabrica to return for a
second run.
“When I became IFC president, I remembered that IFC
had put on the fashion show

before, and I said, ‘We’re doing that again,’” said Miller.
“‘We’re going to make this an
IFC thing.’”
However, Fabrica is not an
event coordinated by IFC alone.
Rather, it is sponsored by the
combined efforts of student
makeup artists, stylists and
models. The visual and atmospheric elements of the show
are brought to life by Taylor’s
Media Services team.
Without this campus-wide
support, Miller doubts that
Fabrica would be possible at all.
“The twelve of us in my cabinet, if we just stuck within
our team to make this show
happen, it would never happen,” said Miller. “The collaboration aspect is huge, and it
makes the show, especially a
show that’s celebrating people
across campus.”
This celebration is at the
heart of Fabrica and IFC’s mission as a cabinet. As students
seize the opportunity to showcase their unique styles, all
kinds of cultures and personalities are given representation
on the runway.
According to sophomore
and IFC cabinet member
Abby Goebel, Fabrica is an
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Clothes cultivate creativy.

outlet for students through
which they can enjoy and express themselves.
“You can express yourself
in a lot of ways, and I think as
college students, a lot of people express themselves through
their clothes and what they’re
wearing,” Goebel said. “I think
it gives people space to show
something that they are interested in, such as fashion, or just
to have fun with it.”

This year, IFC worked with
TSO to create a theme for Fabrica that would unite the goals of
the show with TSO events happening around the same time.
After thoughtful deliberation,
they decided on Fabrica: A Celebration in Color.
Miller noted the different ways in which this year’s
theme embodied the mission
of Fabrica.
“The idea of color is our

biggest aim, in visuals and
making art forms in fashion,
and also the idea of colorful, meaning exciting, fun and
fresh,” Miller said. “It’s also the
idea of color as diversity, celebrating that there’s so many
people from around the world
that call this place home for
four years.”
Senior and IFC cabinet
member Natalie Baker believes that Fabrica beautifully

integrates faith and culture by
celebrating God’s redemption
through humankind.
“Yes, fashion came through
the fall of man, but God still
provided for us through the
clothes he gave us to wear,”
Baker said.
Fabrica is expected to be held
outside in order to create a
COVID-19 safe environment for
students on May 1, 2021.
echo@taylor.edu

Professor Profile: from traveling abroad to teaching
Bailey’s journey through
the media industry
Kay Rideout
Staff Writer
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Steve Bailey with his wife
Charity and three kids.

Steve Bailey has always considered himself a storyteller.
In middle school, Bailey
picked up a camera for the
first time and began experimenting with the visual aspect
of storytelling.
“I tried to take some pictures
and my dad saw them,” Bailey

said. “He was like, ‘These are
good,’ so he bought me a camera and really sort of pushed me
in that direction.”
After graduating from high
school, Bailey attended the University of Mount Union in Ohio
to explore UMU’s communication department — avoiding
Asbury University in Kentucky
because he considered it a “family school.”
A year later, when he discovered UMU was getting rid of
broadcasting, Bailey decided to
give Asbury a second chance.
“I went to Asbury and my dad
said, ‘Hey, let’s check out the media stuff,’” Bailey said. “He goes, ‘I
hear it’s growing.’ So, we walked
through that building and I just
got hooked. I was like, ‘This stuff
is awesome.’”
During his time at Asbury,
Bailey confirmed his passion
for film and met his wife, Charity. After graduating from Asbury
with a degree in media communications, Bailey entered the
work world as an editor for a local PBS station. Shortly after, he
began working as a producer for
the TV show “EWTN” while simultaneously creating recruitment
videos for a Catholic university.

In 2005, Bailey accepted a position at the University of Kentucky and spent a few years
creating short documentaries
about ongoing research around
the globe.
While at the University of Kentucky, Bailey had the opportunity to take classes for free and
decided to pursue a master’s degree in mass communication.
Bailey then used his degree to
work briefly as a corporate video producer for Alltech.
During this time, at a conference in Las Vegas, Bailey ran into
John Bruner — the associate
professor of film and media production at Taylor University. Bailey had already connected with
John and his wife Kathy during
his time at Asbury, and knew of
their association to Taylor.
At their suggestion, Bailey
decided to explore the idea of
teaching and visited Taylor a
short time later to get a feel for
a classroom setting.
“I sat in on a few classes and
I was like, ‘This is really cool,’”
Bailey said. “It felt like something I could do for a long time,
(instead of) lugging six (equipment) cases through airports
and being gone all the time.”

Following his visit, Bailey applied for a position as the assistant professor of film and
media production at Taylor.
Although Bailey misses the
expensive equipment and
travel opportunities that were
tied to his former position, he
is thankful that his job at Taylor allows him to spend significantly more time with family.
“I was gone from my family a lot, and the trips were always very sudden,” Bailey said.
“For Father’s Day (one year) my
kids went to get pictures taken
and they were asked, ‘What do
you want (the sign) to say?’ My
kids all answered, ‘Come home,
Daddy.’”
Bailey and his wife have never regretted their decision to
move to Upland. The two have
enjoyed raising their kids on a
college campus and believe the
Taylor community has been a
priceless addition to their professional and private lives.
Although he may miss the
occasional helicopter ride,
Bailey’s decision to enter the
film industry was never based
on fancy equipment or Hollywood fame.
“I love to tell stories, so I

thought, ‘If I can just tell stories, I’ll be happy,’ Bailey said.
“If I can tell them in a way that
brings some sort of hopeful
message and glorifies God as
best I can, then that’s good.”
Bailey’s position at Taylor has
allowed him to pursue his passion for storytelling in a unique
way. Rather than focusing on
his own ability to impact the
world through media, Bailey
is now able to teach a younger
generation of producers what
it means to be the salt of the
earth in the film industry.
In 2016, Bailey’s previous
experience with global film
prompted him to organize and
lead Taylor’s first international documentary trip to Rwanda
and Uganda. Since then, Bailey
has led two more trips to Guatemala and Liberia. Each trip
has been marked by unique storytelling opportunities.
Bailey remembers Guatemala as a particularly impactful trip, with security risks
prompting the team to pack
up and leave certain neighborhoods early in the afternoon.
However, each documentary trip has given students and
sponsors a chance to engage

and learn from other cultures.
“There were a lot of lessons
I had to learn, like getting
through customs and bringing equipment into countries
that wanted to tax anything
that looked professional,” Bailey said. “And then going into
(another) culture, telling someone’s story and leaving without
causing any damage — that
was something I had to learn.”
On each of these trips, and in
every class he teaches, Bailey
pushes his students to strive for
excellence. According to Bailey,
excellence in film production
— as in any area of work — has
spiritual implications as well
tangible ones.
By grading critically and encouraging students to produce
the best work possible, Bailey
stresses the impact an individual’s work has on their Christian witness.
“If you’re going to tell people
you’re a Christian, the work that
you do has to be excellent in every way,” Bailey said. “(Don’t)
settle. Edit for that extra hour
or two to make it just right, instead of just getting done with it
and saying, ‘Good enough.’
echo@taylor.edu

Jonathan Graber transforms cutlery into jewelry at TU
Giving ordinary
silverware a new purpose
Kayla Kovacs
Staff Writer

For sophomore Jonathan
Graber, creating and selling hand-crafted rings is
not merely a means of making extra cash. Instead, it is a
uniquely personal expression
of his artistry.
Graber can transform common spoons and even forks
into rings suited for just about
anyone. However, the perfection of his craft began quite recently in response to the work
of another artist specializing
in spoon rings.
“It started out with me wanting to buy rings,” Graber said.
“So, I bought them, and when
they all showed up, one of
them was way too small, one of
them was incredibly bent and
one of them was super sharp.”
Graber’s frustration with
this purchase inspired him to

create quality spoon rings of
his own design. After posting
his first two attempts on Snapchat, Graber was immediately met with requests for his
product.
Since then, his hobby-turned-business, Rings by
Jon Thomas, has exceeded his
expectations for success.
“At first, when I started selling, I thought, ‘If I can make
the money back for my tools by
the end of j-term, I’ll be happy,’” Graber explained. “I made
it back and doubled it within
two weeks.”
Graber attributes the success of his business to the
wide-spread demand for spoon
rings, as well as the freedom
buyers have in selecting their
own spoons. As an artist, he
also appreciates this freedom
and strives to create rings that
are specially designed for each
customer.
“I always make it with them
in mind,” Graber said of his
customers. “It makes it much

more personal. I can’t make as
many that way, but to me, it’s
so worth it.”
Graber values this business
model because it enables him
to work with people individually. Because the process of designing a ring heavily involves
customer input, Graber gets to
know them and is rewarded by
their satisfaction.
“The fact that people post it
on their story and are willing
to promote it shows me that
they love it and they care for
me and my business,” Graber
said. “I thrive off of that.”
However, Graber noted that
the help of friends, family and
mentors was instrumental in
the process of starting and
managing his business.
One key supporter of Graber’s mission was Andrew Fennig, director of the Promising
Ventures entrepreneurship
program at Taylor. Thanks to
Fennig, Graber was able to find
a space to work and received
many other means of support.
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Hand-crafted rings created by Jonathan.

“He offered me so many materials and resources, which
was absolutely massive for me,
as a student who didn’t really
know where to go,” said Graber. “He was definitely a mentor for me.”
O verall , through his

business, Graber has found
joy in the marriage of two of
his greatest passions: art and
people.
“In the end, I am feeling very
fulfilled,” Graber said. “I absolutely love making the rings. I
see that people are happy, and

I am happy.”
Though Rings by Jon Thomas has been on hiatus due to a
busy Spring semester, Graber
was recently at Shop the Loop
and looks forward to fully resuming work by summer 2021.
echo@taylor.edu
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Across
1 TV’s “Ozark,” e.g.
6 Comedy club regulars
9 Dodge
14 Pool service?
16 Bright, loyal breed
17 1998 Academy Honorary Award-winning
director
18 Dried chili pepper
19 Reason to shake
20 Brilliant
22 Sky cat?
23 “Madam Secretary”
star
25 Make calls at home,
maybe
26 More shrewd
29 Curling spots
31 Bike chain alternative
32 Word from the German
for “spirit of the age”
36 Corner piece
37 Guinness orders
38 Woman’s name that
sounds like two letters
39 Ride in the sand
41 Drop, as dough
42 Lionsgate premium cable subsidiary
43 Prince Harry’s
dukedom
44 NBA on __

46 Dry deliveries
49 Game of luck
50 Generated again
51 Little elephant
55 “Hotel du Lac” author
Brookner
57 Chaotic situation, in
slang
59 Finish, as a tat
60 Posse
61 Putin’s denials
62 “The Partridge Family”
actress
63 Nonmusical notes

Down
1 Scott in a landmark Supreme Court case
2 Upset
3 1998 hit from the Sarah McLachlan album
“Surfacing”
4 Singer’s voice, e.g.
5 Part of AMA, on Reddit
6 Yiddish fortune
7 Bird at a construction site?
8 Asset on the corporate
ladder
9 Taking down a peg
10 Word in many German
names
11 Some scoops
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12 Take up again, in a
way
13 Brownie bunch
15 Horrible comic?
21 Hands and feet
24 Cry of dismay
26 Morsel for Miss
Muffet
27 Baseball brother
28 Walk out
30 Tallies
32 Didn’t go straight
33 Lang. of Belize
34 Geometry calculation
35 Acronymic term for
some local talks
37 Baby food, usually
40 Undeserved charges
41 Bask
43 Took care of
44 “When a man loves
cats, I am his friend and
comrade” writer
45 Household helper
47 Modern delivery
vehicle
48 Boglike
52 Scott of “Big Little Lies”
53 Danish toy maker
54 Ones at odds
56 Mild rebuke
58 Hurricane component

Across
1 “Fear the Walking Dead,”
e.g.
8 Fixed up
14 Legendary name in
racing
15 Keeps away from
16 Tight deadlines may
make an electrician’s
job __
18 Reversal
19 Picked up
20 Leaves for a drink
21 How it looks, with “the”
24 An electrician who is
testing results may become a __
30 Schooner pole
33 Where FDR was once
governor
34 Face with courage
35 Counting everything
37 Poetic devices
39 Link to another story?
40 “Shameless” network,
briefly
41 It may be raised at an
outdoor wedding
42 An electrician resolves
legal matters at __
46 Glum
47 Old AT&T rival
50 “Let’s begin, okay?”

54 Doesn’t hack it
56 A stressed electrician
may need an __
59 They may be going
around
60 Saskatchewan
neighbor
61 Patronize, as a motel
62 Person well over 70,
probably?

24 Dispassionate type
25 UPC bar code
developer
26 Travis of country
music
27 Account
28 Square
29 Sit a spell
30 Catchall abbr.
31 Contradictory prefix
32 Marquee figure
Down
36 Capote nickname
37 “Leave me alone!”
1 Executed, in Exodus
38 Chits
2 City near Venice
40 Roller coaster sounds
3 “Are you __ out?”
43 “Wait, what?”
4 “Don’t take it so hard”
44 Dot on a map
5 Take responsibility for
45 Disprove
6 Butter component
47 Creator of an iconic
7 Kicks up one’s heels
bear
8 Discuss ad nauseam
48 Understood
9 At any time
49 Musician’s suffix
10 Vampire’s curfew
50 X-rated stuff
11 Comics dog that sounds 51 __ sapiens
like two letters
52 Surmounting
12 Bookish sort
53 Pre-euro currency
13 Wichita-to-Mem55 Slightly
phis dir.
56 Critical-care ctrs.
16 __ feeling
57 Chop (off )
17 Big field in Silicon
58 Number of World SeValley
ries wins for the Astros
22 Cocktail word with a
tilde
23 Texter’s “Chat soon”

SING continued from page 4

Are the songs we
sing pure, lovely
and admirable?
We could unpack
these last three in
greater detail, but I ’ ll
limit myself to two
comments.
At Taylor University we prize a diversity
of various theological traditions and
have faculty, staff and
students from many
points of view within the evangelical
tradition. Our congregational singing

should be pure in that
it aligns with God’s
truth. But, if we are
choosing songs well,
then we also ref lect
the diversity taught in
Scripture.
What do we do with
a phrase that makes
us uncomfortable?
If there is a song lyric that is more (insert
theologically diverse
viewpoint here) than
you are comfortable
with, I encourage you
to keep in step with
the Spirit (Galatians

5:25) and not sin
against your conscience (1 Corinthians 8:12). After chapel,
take time to talk with
trusted people about
that line, and deepen your conviction to
sing God’s truth.
But what about the
author?
I know some would
demand that we cut
off all ties with songs
from a particular
church, denomination
or theological stance.
As I guide the choices

in congregational song, I do not find
“guilt by association”
a helpful criterium.
One example: Should
we sing the words of a
known adulterer?
What about God including Psalm 23 for
Israelites to sing? David was an adulterer.
I don’t want to limit
genuine conversation
about song selection.
But I think a kneejerk reaction to always avoid all songs
from (insert group or

author) unnecessarily
limits us from applying criteria like Philippians 4:8 to specific
songs.
I pray that the
chapel ministr y at
Taylor University helps
you grow and mature
into all things, namely Christ. A discerning
heart and mind, led by
the Spirit, can make
it clear to you what
you should be singing.
Thanks to the staff of
The Echo for asking
my opinion.

As we sing together,
let’s embrace a mutual unity in things necessar y ; in things not
necessar y, liberty ; in
all things, charity.
Dr. Clifton Davis
wears many hats in
life: father of a TU senior, piano player,
worship leader, teacher, and chapel band
coach . Wanna talk
more? Email cldavis@
taylor.edu to set up a
time for a cuppa java ,
my treat! —Author
echo@taylor.edu
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“There’s nothing better than stuffing my face
with popcorn and watching some mindless,
blockbuster action.”
Monster icons clash in “Godzilla vs. Kong”
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Leland Blue to headline Taylor’s Tutupalooza
Student artists to
open for indie band
Holly Gaskill

Co-Editor in Chief

WTUR’s annual concert, Tutupalooza, is set to take place
on April 24 at 7:30 p.m. This
year’s featured band is the upand-coming indie-pop band Leland Blue.
Hailing from Midland, Michigan, Leland Blue features
brothers Connor and Ben Robertson and their cousin Satchel. They’re best known for their
song “Sofia,” which has over 2
million streams on Spotify.
In 2020, they debuted their
second EP, “Another Night,”
which features singles “Lying to
Myself,” “Restless” and “Starting
Over.” According to sophomore

Nathaniel Boer, director of
public relations for WTUR, Tutupalooza will be the first live
performance of the band’s newest music.
Originally scheduled to perform at last year’s Tutupalooza, Leland Blue was featured
on WTUR’s Instagram page to
bring live music to the COVID-19
shutdown. Boer said they’re excited to have the opportunity to host Leland Blue live and
in-person this year.
The Taylor University Film
Department has also previously featured Leland Blue through
the work of alumnus Landry
Long (‘20,) who produced the
music video for “Lying to Myself.” The video featured multiple Taylor students, including
alumnus Connor Legge (‘20,)
the protagonist of the video.

“Lying to Myself ” also received
the award for the best music video at the 2020 Envision
Film Festival.
Additionally, junior Jordan
Scott, seniors Clarisa Paschall
and Micah Hardesty and sophomores Israel Smith and Trent
Repass will perform as opening
acts for the band.
“We are looking forward to
seeing some artists that don’t
normally play together or perform in front of Taylor,” Boehr
said. “There is even an artist
with original music, which is
super sick.”
Tutupalooza is a free event
that is set to take place on the
lawn between the Euler Science
Complex and the Reade Center.
Popsicles will be provided free
of charge.
echo@taylor.edu

WTUR gears up to host their annual event, Tutupalooza, on Apr. 24.

Students dazzle audience with new Airband themes
ICC hosts Taylor’s
best tradition
Amelia Bostick
Features Co-Editor

With COVID-19 restrictions easing back, Airband 2021 was able to
look a bit more normal.
On April 10, nine groups took a
deep breath and performed the
choreography they had been practicing for months, showing off their
lip-synch skills while they were at
it. It was a highly gratifying night
for everyone involved, not only
because of the great performances that were left on the stage, but
also because last year’s Airband
was put on the backburner due to
the outbreak of COVID-19.
However, this year, performers
were able to go without masks
and flaunt the dance moves they
had rehearsed for several months,
including some performances
that had been reworked from the
year before, to the rest of the student body.
With such a long hiatus from the
event, the hype was palpable.
But beyond the costumes and
exciting music, Airband is largely
a way to participate further in the
community at Taylor.
To freshman Kay Rideout, the
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First East Olson and Second Center Wengatz performed their act titled “Love Connection.”

community aspect of Airband
could be seen every step of the way,
whether on or off the stage.
“I think community was built
before Airband, in the rehearsal
rooms and hours spent learning
choreography alongside friends
and wing-mate,” said Rideout. “I
think community is built in the
‘dressing rooms’ during Airband,
when other acts cheer for you after you come back from a performance. I think community is built
when the audience interacts with
something you’ve worked hard to
create.”
Every Airband group’s main

task is to choose a theme for their
wing and other participants, curate songs to go along with it and
create choreography for the music.
It’s a way for everyone’s personalities to shine in a unified performance through an outlet of
creativity not usually accessed at
other events at Taylor.
This was one of Rideout’s favorite parts.
“I loved the last few practices when things really started
coming together,” said Rideout. “People were a lot more
confident in the choreography
by that point, and we started to

just have fun at rehearsals.”
Rideout is on First East Olson,
but performed with Second Center
Wengatz on the night of Airband.
Their theme was “Love Connection,” a dating show that aired
during the 1980s, just one example of the creative ideas that students came up with for this event.
Junior Linnea Solak was another performer in Airband this year.
With her wing Second West Olson,
her brother floor First East Wengatz and other participants, Solak’s
group brought Saturday morning
cartoons to life for the audience.
To Solak, Airband is “another

shared experience for pretty much
everyone on campus. If you aren’t involved, you usually at least
watch it, and it’s cool that we all get
involved.”
While she was disappointed that
this year was a little different than
years previous with fewer audience
members, teams separated and social distancing, Solak thought that
Inter-class Council (ICC) still did a
wonderful job getting everyone involved on campus.
In the end, only one team could
win. And while Rideout and Solak’s
groups fought hard till the end, it
was the pirates with a rendition
of “Pirates of the Caribbean” that
took home the win for Airband
this year at both the 6:30 p.m. and
9 p.m. shows.
This was a favorite act of both
Rideout and Solak.
“‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ won
both shows, and I think they
earned those wins,” said Rideout.
“Their dance was well thoughtout, super dynamic and they threw
chocolate coins in the air — what’s
not to love?”
All-in-all, Airband this year was
a huge success with the energy
turned up by those who participated, whether that was in the audience or on the stage.
echo@taylor.edu
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A&E
EVENTS

Tutupalooza

Lawn of Euler Science
Complex
Apr. 24 @ 7:30 pm

Senior Piano
Recital, Emily
VanHuis

SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall
Apr. 25 @ 4-6pm

Strings Concert

SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall
Apr. 28 @ 7:30-8:30pm

Ritz on the Roof

Euler Balcony
Apr. 29 @ 3 – 11:30pm

Monster icons clash in “Godzilla vs. Kong”
New blockbuster
debuts in theatersx
Lucas Bertshe
Staff Writer

“Godzilla vs. Kong” pits the titular titans against one another in a
hotly anticipated but slightly disappointing showdown.
This film is the culmination
of the Warner Brother’s monster-verse which started in 2014
with “Godzilla” and continued
with “Kong: Skull Island” (2017)
and “Godzilla: King of the Monsters” (2019). There are some human characters. There’s a messy
plot. But all that really matters is

that King Kong fights Godzilla.
When these battles are going
down, it’s awesome. Godzilla and
Kong are each given moments
to shine. They both have unique
fighting styles and use the environment in different ways to their
advantage. Kong’s battle ax is such
a cool addition, and I will never
tire of seeing Godzilla’s atomic
breath slowly charge up. There’s
nothing better than stuffing my
face with popcorn and watching some mindless, blockbuster action.
The movie is also great from a
technical aspect. It’s crazy how
far visual effects have come. A giant ape and a giant lizard fight in
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“Godzilla vs. Kong” showcased on Mar. 31, 2021.

broad daylight, and it looks photo-realistic. I also really liked Junkie XL’s musical score. Godzilla’s
theme created a crushing sense
of dread every time he appeared.
It’s really a Kong-centric movie for better and for worse. A lot
of effort was put into his characterization, and the movie spends
most of the runtime with him. He
has a sweet relationship with a
deaf girl named Jia (Kaylee Hottle) who communicates with him
via sign language. Their dynamic
was a bright spot and managed to
bring so much life and humanity
to a skyscraper-sized monkey.
Unfortunately, it seems the writers did everything in their power
to sink this movie with the rest of
the characters. The human characters are usually the most heavily
criticized aspect of these monster-verse movies, yet somehow,
“Godzilla vs. Kong” offers the most
boring and pointless ones yet.
“Godzilla” (2014), while often
bashed for not enough monster
action, did the best job of using
its human characters. While they
aren’t particularly deep (though
Bryan Cranston and Ken Watanabe are great,) the characters
act as vehicles of empathy for
the audience. We are put in their
shoes, and we feel their awe and
fear. We’re given a sense of scale as
the monsters are shown from their
perspective. The characters put us
in this world and give a realistic
look at what it would be like if giant monsters suddenly appeared.

The movie slowly builds actual
tension before finally exploding
in a glorious third act.
“Godzilla vs. Kong” meanders
along for an hour and a half before finally giving us the battle we
want. There’s a small showdown in
the middle, but then the film devolves into a “Journey to the Center of the Earth” rip-off.
Most of the characters serve no
purpose except to pad the runtime out to feature film length.
More time is given to Millie Bobby Brown’s character and her crazy podcaster partner (Brian Tyree
Henry) than Godzilla! I wanted to
check my phone every time the
movie cut to them. It was such a
useless subplot.
Maybe I’m overcriticizing
or overanalyzing “Godzilla vs
Kong.” It’s obviously not meant
to be thought-provoking or
life-changing. I went in wanting
some epic monster fights, and
that’s what I got (although nothing as mind-blowing as Godzilla’s final atomic blast kill in 2014).
Sadly, I also got a bunch of human nonsense.
It was awesome to see on an
IMAX screen back in theaters,
but I could have saved some time
and watched a couple of 10-minute clips on YouTube. I would recommend skipping this one unless
you’re desperate to go back to the
movie theaters, or you’re already a
huge monster movie fan.
echo@taylor.edu
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Senior Rachel Knight enjoys writing in her free-time, ranging into topics.

childhood creations
red and white
loops woven together
over under, over under
pattern chosen long ago
hound’s tooth its official name
protecting the counter
with something made by
childlike hands
weaving pieces together
over under, over under
fingers pulling fabric through
metal hook linking the ends
until the pattern was complete
now a stack of woven squares
crafted with love and care
over under, over under
not one same as another
waits beside the stove
ready to be used

Author Bio:
My name is Rachel Knight,
and I am a senior Social Studies Education major here at
Taylor. I am currently in Professor Bowman’s Poetry Writing
class. This poem started out
as a prompt to write a poem
about an object. When making soup one night for dinner,
I picked up a potholder that I’d
made as a kid to protect the
counter from my bowl… then
found myself staring at it. The
repeating line of “over under,
over under” was the first line
I came up with, and the rest of
the poem formed itself around
that repetitive motion of weaving loops together.
echo@taylor.edu
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“We haven’t reached our potential yet, but we’re
getting close,” Ross said. “The win was a huge
confidence booster.”
Men’s golf picks up team and individual win
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Men’s golf picks up team and individual win
Ross claims first
at Blackthorn

Markus Miller
Sports Editor

The Taylor men’s and women’s
golf teams played in two tournaments last week, with the men’s
team winning their first tournament of the spring in the Pilot Invitational at Blackthorn Golf Club
in South Bend, Indiana.
The men’s team dominated
with a 30-shot victory and had
four golfers shoot 74 or better,
and three go under par on the final day.
Sophomore Noah Ross led the
Trojans in the two-day event and
shot a 142 across two rounds
(72-70). He finished the opening round in third place, and his
two-under round in the second
round was enough for him to
claim his first collegiate victory.
Ross, who started the day in
third and was paired with the
other two golfers in the top three,
was able to focus on catching up
as freshman Adam Kasitz and
sophomore Drew Pickering sat
at fourth and fifth, respectively.
“I like getting in the mindset of
going head-to-head with someone, trying to beat them,” Ross
said. “So, on the second day I was
just trying to slowly gain strokes
NATIONALS continued from Page 1

In a season unlike any other,
Taylor cross country had to navigate through pandemic related
delays and drastic season modifications en route to their national title.
“When the NAIA decided to
postpone the National Championship meet from late November
to April 9, we knew it was going
to be especially difficult to stay
motivated and focused,” said senior Daniel Gerber. “However, we
encouraged one another to keep
pushing and to never give up. We
kept each other accountable,
and we did not want to drop the
ball on the opportunity to finally win a national championship.”
On the men’s side, the five
scoring runners for the Trojans
earned All-American honors. In
order of their finish, this includes
junior Alex Helmuth, senior Josh
Roth, the aforementioned Daniel
Gerber, senior Luke Rovenstine,
and junior Derek Van Prooyen.
All five finished within the top
25 on the day.
Several significant personal
records and milestones came
alongside the outstanding team
performance for the men’s team.
Helmuth clocked a time of
24:30.90, the third fastest 8k
time in Taylor history, to earn
fifth place overall. Senior Josh
Roth wasn’t too far behind in
13th, with a time of 24:53.15, the
tenth fastest recorded time in
program history.
Gerber’s time of 24:56.72 was
his best of the season, earning
him 16th overall and his second
All-American nod. Van Prooyen
also had the best meet of his career, finishing 24th with a time

on the player in front of me, and
we’re just going head-to-head
all day.”
Ross ended up catching up and
moving into the lead on the par-5
9th hole, with an eagle.
Pickering finished in third, Kasitz in fourth and redshirt junior
Javan Johnson finished in fifth.
“Blackthorn is a challenging
golf course, so for us to shoot under par the final day was a big
step in the right direction, especially as we head towards the
Crossroads League Championships,” Head Coach Cam Andry
said. “I think we’re starting to
figure some things out in terms
of what each guy needs to do to
get in the frame of mind to play
great golf.”
The men followed the victory with a second-place showing
at the Sagamore Invitational on
Monday. Pickering led the Trojans
in the 36-hole event with backto-back rounds of 75. He finished
third overall in the tournament.
Ross and sophomore Erik Fahlen
finished tied for 7th with each
shooting 155 combined over the
two rounds.
“It felt great to finally break
through and get onto the all-tournament team and get a top five
( finish),” Pickering said.
The men’s team will finish the regular season with the

Ackerman-Allen shootout today,
and then move onto the Crossroads League Championships on
April 26 and 27.
The fifth-ranked women’s team
competed in the Pilot Invitational
as well, and then on Monday and
Tuesday battled in the Roadrunner Invitational at Nob North Golf
Course in northern Georgia.
They garnered second in the
Pilot Invitational without NAIA
All-American senior Nicole Jung.
It was their first time finishing
behind a conference opponent
since 2017. Senior Maddie Thomas finished third individually with
scores of 78 and 77. Senior Taylor
French finished in a tie for fifth
with rounds of 82 and 77. Seniors
Annie Stimmel and Rachel Coers
both finished top-15 and freshman Elizabeth Kemper finished
at No. 16.
At the Roadrunner Invitational, the Trojans finished fourth
behind three NAIA Top-10 opponents. French led the team with
scores of 73, 73 and 78 in the
three-round event. The performance was good for third place
at the tournament. Thomas finished tenth with rounds of 79,75
and 77. Stimmell bookended an
87 with impressive rounds of 73
to finish at 15.
Jung returned from injury and
fired 80-81-78 in her rounds.

“We’ve been dealt some curveballs with some injuries this
spring, but I’ve been proud of the
way we’ve battled through it,” Andry said. “We held our own without Nicole at the Pilot Invitational
and we showed some really good
stuff at Dalton State this week as
well. I think they’re just taking it
one step at a time and we’re hoping to peak when the postseason
rolls around.”
Andry commended Jung for the
way she battled in the Roadrunner

Invitational, despite not being
100% and not having much practice time leading into the rounds.
He expects her to be completely
back for the postseason.
The women’s team will also
compete at the Ackerman-Allen
shootout today, before battling at
the Crossroads League Championships on May 3 and 4.
Both teams are hoping to defend their Crossroads League titles from 2019, after last year’s
tournament was canceled due to

of 25:10.03.
Senior Sam Hardy made his
national meet debut, running
a new lifetime best 8k time
of 25:49.39. Alongside Hardy,
Rovenstine also ran a lifetime
best time of 24:57.67.
Junior Connor White raced in
his third NAIA National Championship, running a time of 25:50.33
and picking up his best ever finish in 65th place overall, despite
unique racing conditions.
“Conor White ran the whole
race but the first 200m with
just one shoe,” Gerber recalled.
“The whole team was excited
for Conor because instead of
giving up and quitting the race,
he finished the race with grit and

determination, clocking his fastest 8k time ever.”
Likewise, the women’s team
showed grit and determination
of their own, tying their best ever
finish at the national meet.
Taylor’s top two finishers, seniors Livy Schroder and Sarah Harden, shared a special
race to end their collegiate careers together.
“Something that was really special for me was getting to
run most of the race alongside
Sarah Harden, who has been
my training partner for the past
4 years,” said Schroder. “We got
out well together and were able
to talk most of the race and pull
each other along when the other

was hurting.”
Schroder ended up finishing
tenth overall, with a 5k time of
18:09.39. Harden crossed the finish line just five seconds later in
16th place.
After the two seniors, freshman Ahna VanderWall came in
next for the Trojans with a time
of 19:00.19 in 79th place overall.
Junior Giovanna Domene was
only 3 seconds behind VanderWall, finishing in 86th place.
Taylor’s scoring runners were
rounded out by freshman Mollie
Gamble, who finished in 109th
place with a time of 19:55.06. Junior Corinne O’Leary ran a time
of 19:25.46 in her third national meet, while senior Katelynn

Hanback finished in 19:23.57
in her first ever NAIA National
Championship appearance.
“As a whole it was really exciting to watch all of my teammates finish and cheer them on
through the line,” Schroder added. “Hearing both of the individual team results was exciting,
but it was really special hearing
that we had won the combined
program score, which has always
been a goal of ours. Overall, the
day was a really exciting way to
cap off my cross country career.”
Both Trojan teams entered the
NAIA National Championship
ranked third overall, but they
emerged as champions together.
“The men and the women ran
so well. They ran with conviction, competitiveness, and love,”
Quinn White said. “To have so
many PRs at the end is what
you desire and fortunately for
us our training came to fruition
that day.
echo@taylor.edu
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The men’s team picked up their first overall victory this spring.

Echo Sports
Pick’em
Scan the below QR code and fill out
the Echo Sports Pick’em form for a
chance to win a $10 gift card to Ivanhoes! This week’s games contain NBA
and MLB matchups.

COVID-19. The women’s team has
won three consecutive, while the
men’s team has won four consecutive. With wins, both would
move onto nationals. The NAIA
Men’s National Championship is
slated for May 18-21, with the NAIA
Women’s National Championship
scheduled for May 25-28.
“We haven’t reached our potential yet, but we’re getting close,”
Ross said. “The win was a huge
confidence booster.”
echo@taylor.edu

Men’s Golf

4/19 Ackerman-Allen Shootout 9 a.m.

Women’s Golf

4/19 Ackerman-Allen Shootout 9 a.m.

Baseball

4/23 Saint Francis 3:30 p.m.
4/24 Saint Francis 1 p.m.

Softball

4/23 Goshen College 4 p.m.
4/24 @Marian University 1 p.m.

Track & Field
4/24 Huntington Invite

Lacrosse

4/20 WHAC Tournament Quarterfinals
4/22 WHAC Tournament Semifinals

S COREBOARD
RESULTS FROM TAYLOR
ATHLETICS

Women’s Golf

4/10 Pilot Invitational 2nd
4/13 Roadrunner Classic 4th

Men’s Golf

4/10 Pilot Invitational 1st
4/12 Sagamore Invitational 2nd

Baseball

4/12 Indiana Wesleyan L 0-11
4/12 Indiana Wesleyan L 1-13

Softball

4/13 Indiana Tech W 5-0
4/13 Indiana Tech W 5-3

Lacrosse

4/14 Mount Vernon L 11-12

Top 25 Polls
Trojan Teams in the NAIA Top 25

Men’s XC......................................No.1
Womens XC ..................................No.3
Women’s Track ...........................No.22
Softball ........................ Receiving Votes
Baseball ....................................No. 21
Women’s Golf................................No.5
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Men’s Golf .................... Receiving Votes

The women’s team came in third, led by Harden and Schroder.

Maddie Thomas

Joe Moran

Golf

Baseball

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Senior
Anderson, IN
Transition to Teaching
Boston Red Sox
Moneyball
Photograph by Anna Collins

Kade Kolpien

•

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

•

Year
Hometown
Major
Fav o r i t e S p o r t s
Team
Fav o r i t e S p o r t s M o v i e
Funniest Teammate

(765) 998-7261

Senior
Cleveland, OH
Marketing/Management
Cleveland Indians
Miracle
Annie Stimmel
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